The Flint water crisis has been a public health catastrophe that has forever changed the lives of Flint residents. The residents of Flint, now, still have to live with contaminated water that has contributed to various health problems that could lead to serious health complications in the future. Sadly, to say, there have been many different agencies (e.g., local, state, government) and/or persons that have been blamed for this crisis, but their still has not been anyone taking complete accountability for the cause of the Flint water crisis. Even after national attention, there has been little (e.g., water filters for homes and bottle water) or nothing to fix the problem. For this reasons, public health agencies and professionals have an ethical duty to render their services of health promotion, protection, and disease prevention. It is believed that the public health code ethics was broken because public agencies, and/or professionals did not act in a timely manner using the proper evaluation methods to avert this problem. For example, if the 10 Essential Public Health Services (e.g., monitor, diagnose, mobilize, evaluate, etc.) were applied in a timely manner, it would have been detected that piping system was out dated and made of lead. Hanna-Attisha, LaChance, Sadler, and Champney (2016) reported that Flint pipe system was predominately made of lead, and that, 10% to 80% of the piping system varied depending of the location Flint, depending on the location. Shelson (2016) reported that most large Cities are face with a piping system that is mainly lead, and will cost about $18 billion to fix. Therefore, with this knowledge, public health agencies and/or professionals had an ethical duty to prevent the water switch because of their knowledge on antiquated lead piping system.

Furthermore, public health agencies, and/or professionals because there has not been enough done. For example, one of the Essential Public Health Services; that is, enforce, which indicates that public health professionals should utilize laws and regulation to protect the health of all citizens.

Public health professionals are guided by the Principles of the Ethical Practice of Public Health. Further, of the twelve Principles of the Ethical Practice of Public Health, two truly stood out. They are (Shi & Johnson, 2014, p. 125):
•Public health policies, programs, and priorities should be developed and evaluated through processes that ensure an opportunity for input from community members.
•Public health should advocate for, or work for the empowerment of , disenfranchised community members, ensuring that the basic resources and conditions necessary for health are accessible to all people in the community.

The point that is being made, is that, public health agencies, and/or professional still have an ethical duty to protect the rights of disenfranchise Flint residents by utilizing means of policies and programs to assist citizens in reducing the health risk associated with lead contaminated water. 
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